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Town of Swanzey, New Hampshire 
Board of Selectmen 

Meeting – April 13, 2020 
Town Hall, 620 Old Homestead Highway and remotely using Zoom. 

Swanzey, NH 
 
ZOOM MEETING during Health Emergency 
Town Administrator Michael Branley hosted a ZOOM online conference call at 2:00 pm at Town Hall due 
to the public health emergency.  Emergency Meeting pursuant to Executive Order 2020-04, Section 8 
and Emergency Order #12, Section 3. 
 
Present were Selectmen W. William Hutwelker, Sylvester Karasinski and Kenneth P. Colby, Jr. Also 
present was Town Administrator Michael Branley and Recording Secretary Beverly Bernard.  
 
PUBLIC ACCESS 
Notice was given to the public to participate remotely over Zoom by going to www.zoom.us or using the 
Zoom App on a cell phone, or a landline calling 1 929 205 6099 and entering Meeting ID 235 370 4380 #. 
The notice also provides a phone number: 352-7411 ext. 107 to call should a member of the public be 
unable to access the meeting. 
 
OTHERS PRESENT 
State Representative Jennie Gomarlo, Code Enforcement Officer Mike Jasmin, Mt. Caesar Head Librarian 
Cadigan Gregory, Conservation Commission Chair Wally Smith, Zoning Board member Bryan Rudgers, 
Recycling Center Manager Josh Whipple. 
 
COVID-19 UPDATE 
Branley spoke of the latest figures for the State of New Hampshire:  total cases now at 985 with 23 
deaths. 239 recovered. Swanzey is in 1-4 range. Word on Friday regarding Absentee Ballots, COVID-19 is 
valid reason to use an Absentee Ballot for the rest of 2020. He said a press release went out on Friday 
for volunteers. Branley said Administrative Assistant Fraunfelder will be putting together a spreadsheet 
to keep information related to skills readily available so that if a department needs a volunteer, staff will 
know who might be helpful quickly. Branley said Gregory can post volunteer form on library website.  
 
Hutwelker asked about timeframe for Absentee Ballots, and Branley said he thinks that voters can have 
them up to the day before the election but he will confirm. 
 
Branley referred to a press release regarding roadside cleanup usually scheduled for April; the blue bags 
will be available at the Recycling Center and folks can pick up litter when walking. Jasmin noted that if 
Whipple could record which road volunteers will be picking up on and how many bags taken that would 
be helpful. Whipple said he could do that. 
 
Branley said staff is monitoring the weather today, rain and wind, and keeping an eye for trees down 
and potential flooding.  Branley said Eversource said they are ready to deal with any outages. 
 
Smith said that someone should provide details to Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) for 
the State.  It is good to ask them what they can offer.  Branley said he would mention that.  Branley 
added there is a conference call planned with Senator Jeanne Shaheen for municipal officials to discuss 
federal actions during the health crises. 
 

http://www.zoom.us/
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Rudgers said Congress has a new bill that should be looked into. It is about the Cares Act to include 
States. 
 
Branley noted there is a State House and Senate lawsuit pending about the lack of inclusion of the Joint 
Fiscal Committee regarding distribution of federal funds. Gomarlo said the lawsuit should get resolved 
rapidly. Joint Fiscal Committee is supposed to be distributing federal funding coming to the State.  She 
said she met with her financial committee and Phil Suter said, when money is disbursed, everyone wants 
transparency as to who is receiving funds and how it is being used. He added that anyone receiving 
funds should be shovel-ready to use the funds.   
 
Gomarlo asked about the real estate business currently and she added that the Payroll Protection 
program seems to not be working well because employers cannot keep the employees when there is no 
work to be done.  Seems not to be working as purposed.  Business Administration Association has daily 
briefings. 
 
Hutwelker said Chris Masiello is having regular webinars and reminding people this is just a moment in 
time. He said March was a good month and April closings continue to happen. They can do showings but 
not open houses. Main concern is sellers who are reluctant for someone to come into the home even 
with gloves and masks. He noted having spray cleaner to clean off cabinets, etc.  He said signing 
documents is done online but can meet with clients with attorney’s offices. He noted Vermont has 
virtually shut down, but NH has continued to do business. 
 
Jasmin said building permits are still coming in.  Hutwelker said houses on market in total for the county 
is 161. Inventory is considerably low.  Homes are selling quickly. Good stock in terms of new homes are 
coming online. 
 
Rudgers asked if there is a way to tell us about building projects on existing properties.  Jasmin said 
everything is moving consistently without much change, but it may get a little tougher because many 
subcontractors are losing workers. Materials are getting harder to come by as supply chain breaks down. 
He said that in another month or two it will be more difficult to do renovations or additions to existing 
properties.  
 
Rudgers added that once a week various government agencies have calls open to the public. Branley 
said he would note that. 
 
Meeting over at 2:30 pm 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 

 
Beverly Bernard, Recording Secretary     
Approved on April 22, 2020  
 


